
 
 

The White House Nursery Borrowash 
Parent Newsletter – Summer 2020 

 

 
 
Term Dates 
Funded children will return to nursery on Monday 7th September after the Summer 
Holiday. They will break up again on Friday 23rd October for one week. Children will 
break up for Christmas on Friday 18th December and return on Monday 4th January 
2021. Please remember that nursery will close at 5pm on Christmas Eve and that 
we are closed to all children between Christmas and New Year. 
 
Funding Reminder 
Please can parents whose children come into funding apply for the 30-hour code for 
funding before the 31st December 2020. If you do not apply for the 30-hour code, 
you will not be able to claim the 30-hour funding from January 2021. 
 
Contracts and Fees 
Our annual fee increase will be effective as of September 2020. We have new price 
lists and academic calendars for September 2020 to September 2021. If you would 
like a copy of your calendar please ask a member of staff when collecting/dropping 
off your child, a printed copy can be given or you can have it emailed to you. 
 
Coronavirus Procedures  
As we start the Autumn term will continue with children being dropped off and 
collected from the main door. Can we remind you to use the doorbell to alert us to 
you being there.  If it is raining please feel free to ring us from the car park and 
allow us a few minutes to get your child ready before you make your way to the 
door to collect, and please come prepared with an umbrella.  Staff need to time to 
wash your child’s hands and gather their coats and bags before arriving in 
reception.  
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Please remember that you queue on the left-hand side and leave on the right-hand 
side maintaining social distancing where possible. At busy times can we ask that 
parents do not stand to talk to each other as this prevents us from getting the 
children out quickly. Thank you.  
 
Malleable Activities 
As you know here at the White House Nursery, we love nothing more than to provide 
wonderful opportunities for children to experiment, explore and develop through 
messy, malleable ‘hands on’ activities. We delight in providing a range of different 
materials and resources which include sand, water, play dough, cornflour to name 
but a few. We know how much the children gain from these materials and activities 
and how much they miss being able to access these and would love to be able to do 
so again soon. Our practitioners also miss these and ask when they can have back 
out in their rooms. However, in line with Government Guidance and Health and 
Safety good practice during the COVID-19 pandemic we removed all these 
resources and opportunities to adhere to guidance and ensure the health and 
safety of all our children and staff. We continue to review and evaluate the 
guidance and complete risk assessments to consider when it is safe to reinstate 
these opportunities. Unfortunately, having looked at options and logistics we feel in 
order to maintain our high standards for infection control, safeguarding and 
wellbeing of all the children and staff it is still too early to reintroduce these 
opportunities. To do so would risk the stringent good practice we have in place 
which has kept our children and staff well and our nurseries open and functioning. 
We understand this is disappointing but want to ensure we do everything we can to 
keep our nursery environments COVID free. Please be reassured we will continue to 
assess this and reinstate as and when we feel it is safe to do so. Thank you for your 
ongoing support and understanding during these difficult times. 
 
Staff Updates 
Alice has been settling in brilliantly with us as our new Deputy Manager. 
 
Congratulations  
Sharna is currently at home shielding before having baby at the end of September, 
we wish her all the best with her new arrival. 
Congratulations to Lorna who’s baby is due in December.  
Jade will be leaving us for a senior role at our Red Hill before and after school club, 
so will still be part of the White House family. 
We wish Kelly the best of luck in her new role covering as Deputy Nursery Manager 
at our Alvaston site. 
Luke will also be going on paternity leave towards the end of the year as he 
welcomes his first child!  
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Leaving 
We sadly say goodbye to Amber who leaves to pursue a new career at St Giles 
School, we wish her all the best of luck.  
 

 
 
 
 
Please bear with us over the coming term while we adjust to the numbers of 
children returning, alongside staff returning from furlough to suit this accordingly. 
There may also be some legal constraints which could impact on the recruitment of 
staff to fill certain roles linked to recruitment law and furlough. We will ensure that 
all units have regular key staff with the children each day, however there may some 
period of adjustment for us as a staff team for a few months.  
 
The ALL NEW Parent Zone: Important Info 
We are pleased	to	tell	you	that	Parent Zone	has had a 
major overhaul and a brand new version of the app has 
been released! The new and improved	Parent Zone	app has 
a completely new design and takes advantage of lots of 
your phone's native features - like fingerprint or face ID 
login pinch and zoom on photos. To download the new app 
head to your app store and search for ‘Parent Zone’. Once 
downloaded, you can access the new app with your existing 
login details. The old Parent Zone app will be switched off 
and removed from app stores on 30th August, so please 
ensure you download the new app soon! Keep a look out on 
our website and social media channels for information on how to get the most out 
of your Parent Zone app 
 
Return to Nursery  
 
The children have returned to nursery and adapted so well. For some they have 
attended Oakwood during lockdown and transitioned back to Borrowash and some 
have returned after many months at home.  
 

Alice Sharna Lorna Jade Kelly Luke Amber 



 
 

The White House Nursery Borrowash 
Parent Newsletter – Summer 2020 

 
Our priority has been the personal, social and emotional well-being of the children.  
We have allowed them time to settle, we have focused on getting to know the 
children again, and we hope you have been able to see through Parent Zone the 
activities the children have engaged in.  We have tried to spent time sending more 
photographs and snap shot observations to give you piece of mind that the 
children are settled and safe.  
 
Practitioners on their return to work have all read our new risk assessments and 
completed An Introduction to Adverse Childhood Experiences, Early Trauma online 
learning. To support their understanding of PSE in the early years, you can read 
more here - https://www.acesonlinelearning.com/  
 
How practitioners can support children’s PSE development 

Personal, Social and Emotional development are three key areas of a child’s 
development that come together and help to build the person a child will grow into. 
It will help develop their character further and how they feel about, and act in the 
world around them. Within the EYFS, Personal, Social and Emotional development is 
a fundamental aspect throughout a child’s growth and generally all three area’s 
come hand in hand. Treating each section as individual however, can help to achieve 
a deeper understanding, knowing what aspects of development fall under each 
section and understanding how best to meet these needs 

Personal Development: 

Personal development is about how a child develops themselves. How a child feels 
about themselves and their own self-image is a big part of personal development, 
as without self-confidence and self-esteem a child may hold back in particular 
situations, potentially falling behind in other areas of development. Practitioners 
can help to build a child’s self-esteem and self-confidence by giving praise 
throughout the day for activities they do and tasks they complete – don’t forget, 
simple tasks such as zipping up our coats that we as adults don’t think twice about 
can prove difficult for children and are a huge achievement when they manage it 
for themselves. 

Encouraging a child’s independence is another way practitioner can build a child’s 
self-esteem and self-confidence. Practitioners should encourage children to do 
tasks for themselves, for example, putting on their own shoes and doing them up 
for themselves. Yes, it may be quicker for the practitioner to put the child’s shoes 
on for them, but this takes the learning opportunity away from the child – allow 
extra time for the child to attempt this task for themselves, encourage them 
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throughout, be patient and most importantly do not forget to praise the child! This 
small task can create an overwhelming sense of pride and achievement for the 
child, doing wonders for their self-image. 

Social Development: 

Social development is all about how a child interacts with others and how they build 
relationships. For children in an early years setting, building a relationship and 
developing a bond with a practitioner is essential. Don’t forget, a child in a setting is 
away from their primary care giver and having a bond with a practitioner allows 
them a source of comfort. This child/practitioner relationship will develop a child’s 
self-confidence, allowing them to explore the setting and foster new relationships 
with other children and staff, all the while knowing they have a safe ‘base’ to come 
back to when seeking comfort. Practitioners can promote social interactions 
between children through managing activities involving team work, and 
encouraging social skills such as turn-taking and sharing. 

Emotional Development: 

Children are able to develop emotionally through understanding their own feelings 
and emotions, as well as understanding the feelings of others. Children should be 
encouraged to share their feelings, and understand that it is ok to feel the way they 
do. Talking about feelings and emotions enables a child to recognise different 
emotions, understand why they are feeling a certain way, and develop coping 
strategies. A feelings chart within an early years setting is a great way for children 
to express the way they are feeling and also gives the option for these feelings to 
be discussed. 

As well as understanding and managing their own feelings, empathising with others 
is a fundamental aspect of emotional development. Practitioners can enable 
children to learn to empathise with each other through telling stories and giving 
scenarios of emotional situations and asking a child how that would make them 
feel. This gives the child the opportunity to recognise and understand others feeling 
the same emotions that they do. Role play is another great way for children to 
explore their feelings and act out scenarios that enable children to learn and 
display empathy with the added bonus of children interacting with one another. 
(From earlyyearscareers online)  

Kind words from our school leaver families 
“She might be ready but I’m really not. We have nothing but praise for you and your 
wonderful team and have been so grateful to have somewhere for our beautiful girl 
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to go each week where we have been totally confident that she has been looked 
after with nothing but love, kindness and attention. From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you.” 
 
“Thank you so much for all you have done over the past 3 years. Leaving your child 
with someone is never going to be an easy decision but we are so glad we chose 
Borrowash White House, you really have gone beyond our expectations. The staff 
have been amazing.” 

“We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you and the whole team 
for your hard work and the care you have provided for our child at such a crucial 
time in his life” 

“We just wanted to thank you all directly for our journey through nursery, in 
particular the last year where he has excelled in his development. You’ve all been a 
big part of that, thank you.” 

“Thank you for looking after me and making nursery such a fun place to grow. I will 
miss playing with my friends and playing on the swings and slide.” 

  

 

 


